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THE LIVING TESTIMONY OF REV. YENOVK HADIDIAN 
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The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) carries on its mission 
through local churches, christian organ- 
izations and service agencies. Because of 
this fact, local pastors and christian 
workers play a crucial role in the mission 
and service ministry of the AMAA. While 
our faithful and generous members pro- 
vide the much-needed financial resources 
for the programs of the AMAA, our col- 
leagues in the mission field provide the 
human resources for the implementation 
of the missionary agenda of the Associa- 
tion. While the AMAA serves as the “mis- 
sionary arm” of our churches, our local 
christian workers act as AMAAs “mis- 
sionary hands” which translate the mis- 
sionary interest of our members into prac- 
tical service. 

This issue of the AMAA NEWS honors 
the memory of Rev. Yenovk Hadidian 
who has served as one of the most ac- 
tive and untiring “missionary hands” in 
AMAAs mission field. 

Rev. Hadidian began his ministry in the 
early 1920s, and until his death in 1964, 
he faithfully and sacrificially served on the 
firing line of our Association’s evangelistic, 
educational and relief efforts in Lebanon. 

Rev. Hadidian was an Armenian Evan- 
gelical pastor, but his ministry extended 
to Armenians of all denominational af- 
filiations or political inclinations. “He-put 

no distinction between pharisee and 


publican, the Protestant and the 
Gregorian” 

Rev. Hadidian was certainly a born 
leader with a truly commanding pres- 
ence. Yet, at no time did he seek the 
friendship or endorsement of “the rich 
and the famous? a shortcoming for which 
many religious leaders are criticized often 
justifiably. He strived to be only a hum- 
ble servant of his Master, and he focused 
his attention on the needs of the poor and 
the weak. “His only motto was to defend 
the widow and to help the poor, the desti- 
tute, the old, the sick and every kind of 
person in need” In his efforts to serve the 
unfortunate, he earned the honorable 
title, “Friend of the Sick and the Needy” 

Rev. Hadidian’s most fruitful ministry 
was rendered during a period when our 
people was going through the post- 
genocide phase of our tragic history— 
homelessness, hopelessness, uprooted 
ness, illiteracy, disease and poverty. There 
were multitudinous and overwhelming 
needs that had to be addressed with lit- 
tle or often nonexistent material, 
organizational and human resources. 
That Rev. Hadidian’s achievements coin- 
cided in time with the hardships ex- 
perienced in those formative years of the 

Armenian community of Lebanon is no 
mere coincidence. He was a man of un- 
diminished vision and unfathomable 
faith. He looked at the needs of his peo- 
ple and he saw in them golden oppor- 
tunities to demonstrate Christ’s love and 
compassion. He looked at the difficult cir- 
cumstances surrounding his ministry, and 
he saw in them a challenge to his faith 
in a Lord who, in sending His followers 
to the mission field, promised, “I am with 
you always to the close of the Age” 
But, what sets Rev. Hadidian apart as 
one of the great “missionary hands’ in the 
history of Armenian missions is that he 
rendered a far-reaching and _ lasting 
ministry through his pivotal role in the 
founding of a number of important in- 
stitutions, such as, the Armenian National 

Sanatorium, the Armenian Evangelical 

Church of Ashrefieh, the Armenian 

Evangelical Central High School, and a 

number of other schools in Lebanon. 


— M. B. Janbazian 


These institutions, which still exist and 
continue their vital service to our people 
in Lebanon, represent living memorials 1 
the vision and loving labors of Rev. 
Hadidian. 

Our purpose in dedicating this issue t© 
the memory of Rev. Hadidian is not 10 
present a belated posthumous testimony 
to the ministry of a person who passé 
from our midst some 24 years ago. Rev: 
Hadidian’s testimony is alive, and his 
ministry still continues to change lives fot 
the better through the life and the work 
of the institutions he founded. The follow” 
ing pages, therefore, are meant as a toke? 
of our gratitude for the legacy of a pe! 
son who, in his life and strivings, e™ 
bodied the vision and mission we 4 
cherish as members and friends of th? 
AMAA. 


Berni, eRe 
STOP PRESS ... 


It is with profound sorrow that we al 
nounce the passing away of Dr. Joh® 
Keuhmeliam, a former president ° 
AMAA and the pioneer of our scholat 
ship program, on Tuesday, August 2, 
1988, at the age of 60. Dr. Keuhnelia® 
was in ill health for the past few years with 
leukemia. The Funeral Service was hel 
on August 6th. Memorial gifts or “in lie¥ 
of flower” donations have been assign@ 
to the Armenian Missionary Associatio” 
of America and the Armenian Presby” 
terian Church of Paramus. 

The Board of Directors express theif 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, Gladys: 
and Children. 

The next issue of the AMAA NEW9 
will be dedicated to Dr. Keuhnelian$ 
memory. 


IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
more than one copy of 
the AMAA NEWS, will 


you pass it along to a 
friend. 
Thank you 
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MY BROTHER YENOVK 


An extraordinary person was my 
brother, Yenovk. He was the oldest of 
Seven children. He was born to be a 
leader. For an outsider it is difficult to 
understand and form an objective ap- 
Preciation of him and his works. It is not 
eid also for this writer whose relation- 

'P with him for forty years has been 
ee through correspondence. In- 

eed, it is not easier even for one who 

as been continually in touch with him. 
Meee cannot understand a true leader 
ie he is, or through analysis to 
ae ne the essence that makes him 
if it is would not be far from the truth 
ace said that a person about whom 
aa param views are not expressed does 

Se he qualifications for leadership. The 
see cue of this is Jesus. From the 
oi ea his family nor his disciples 
aoe le to understand Him. He left an 
athe, Ssion and produced results which 
wee authors found themselves inade- 
aie to understand or interpret. Con- 
eats a tendencies pro and con seem- 
saa € woven in His person. Hence, 
Ne pa poule not help but ask: “Who is 

Va What kind of person is He? 
alow ae yearned to be a humble disci- 
ae, The zeal to be like Him had 

Bes within Yenovk, to a certain 
is che a personality that seemed hard 
een erstand at times. Nevertheless, 

Bae ie trends, brought together in 

4 x , instead of neutralizing each other 
oni €come reconciled into an integral 
ne €—one of those combinations that 

€ a leader hard to understand. 

a poperk you could see trends of 

‘ alism and conservatism, self-control, 

Mility, self-sacrifice, cooperation, and 
& seemed to be domineering and 
an mained: He was compassionate 

ee: nano loving and tolerant and yet 

a ned, demanding and uncom- 

eta He was an idealist and a 
Ciley - and yet a realist and pragmatic 
als ‘ e could be a loner and he could 

* € sociable. Yenovk believed in a 

Bs Who loved and yet he also feared 

S eternal punishment. 
the ee qualities appeared according to 
tuk se of cirmumstances and the 
ing reactions, pro or con, showed 


Self. 


the maturity of the person who was sub- 
jected to the impact of Yenovk’s personali- 
ty. Therefore, he had loyal friends or op- 
ponents who sought his fall. Some of the 
latter eventually repenting later turned 
back and sought his forgiveness. 

At times Yenovk’s position seemed 
questionable to this writer also. He would 
answer that the people's maturity of 
understanding and the given environ- 
ment made his position imperative, 
moreover it wa all for their good. He also 
added that in the United States under 
prevailing conditions. things could be 
different. 

He was not hea 


iron hand he toiled wi 
his responsibilities so that the fruitfulness 


of his labors would not be poms 
and the realizations of his dreams mo | 
not be stopped. It was a credit to i: 
pastoral leadership and personal merits 
that for over forty years he kept his ie 
gregation united and alert in spite fo) f e 
fact that it was constituted from eighty di 
ferent localities in Turkey with an pee 
equal variety of views and ae 
in spite of an underground of oppos : 
that constantly tried to destroy this unity 
in variety. 
Yenovk also s 


dstrong but with an 
thin the confines of 


ucceeded in securing the 


i nt, 

cooperation of Hae ok. 
i inationa 

civil and inter-denom : ; 

who recognized his neutral stand in ee 

tisan matters and who, therefore, suP 


ported him in projects like the Armenian 


i unieh. For so- 
onal Sanatorium of Azo 
Nae a similar service maybe 


meone rendering 
a memorial wou 
man initiated We 
nary work of this wo 
aati the burden because of eee 
passion and love for the suffering bh uae 
with the sole reward that he exp 


id, “Well 
hear from the Master who said, “We 
done, good an 


d faithful servant 
Theological ee hag aed 

i iter and the $ yy 
Be cent [a liberal (seeking the 


planned all the prelimi- 


rthy institution an 
com- 


e- 


truth). Yet conservatism 
intolerance with 
pretension of depriving 
who disagreed with hi 
to America he was 


When he came 


m. 
sed 


happily surpri 


— Yervant H. Hadidian 


Dr. Yervant H. Hadidian 


when he beheld an unexpected en- 
thusiasm and love for the church from the 
so-called materialistic and liberal Arme- 
nian Protestant churches. He did not 
follow the path of extremists who con- 
sider the social gospel useless. On the 
contrary, my brother Yenovk spent his 
whole life working for the physical libera- 
tion of the needy, the diseased and the 
oppressed, following his Master's exam- 
ple. His helping hand remained extended 
and his compassionate heart open to 
those who came to his door with this or 
that request. It was very rare that those 
who called with this or that request 
returned back without his kindly wie set- 
ting upon the table all the food available 
in the house. Like the Aoostle Paul he 
was willing to be denied from heaven, if 
by that he could save his compatriots 
from hell in this world or the coming one. 

Therefore, my brother was a patriot in 
the noblest sense of the word. Patriotism 
him was not rabble-rousing, or revolu- 
tion, Or worship of the past, but it was a 
wholehearted and self-forgetful dedica- 
tion for the benefit of the nation with 
whose needs and sufferings he identified 
himself. He suffered with the sufferings 
of his compatriots and rejoiced with their 
joys in the full sense of the word. The 
church, for him, was not a national in- 
stitution but the house of prayer for all na- 
tions and, therefore, the loftiest medium 
by which to save them from error. 


for 


As a religious leader he had combined 
in him the pastor, the priest, the 
evangelist, the social worker, the 
organizer and the servant of all. 

“The Salvation of Souls” had been the 
theme of his.preaching, endeavors and 
writings. I have not received a letter from 
him where he did not mention the im- 
perative and urgent importance of this 
theme. Through the example of his life 
he also showed that inseparable parts of 
the salvation of souls were the healing of 
the body, the education of the mind and 
the betterment of economic conditions. 
It was for this reason that every day his 
mind was occupied trying to provide 
education for the illiterate, trade schools 
for the poor and a sanatorium for the ill, 
and to this end he wrote innumerable let- 
ters to all the four corners of the earth to 
arouse the conscience and to secure the 
help of people. He used to write and wait, 
he woulesewrite again and wait—as the 
years passed, always persevering and 
never losing hope. From where did he get 
his vigor and his infinite patience? Was 
it from his nervous energy or from the 
tears created by the physical and spiritual 
needs of others? For him this energy had 
only one source, namely, his personal 
relationship with God. 

Did my brother ever show favoritism or 


make mistakes? Certainly no leader with - 


human attributes has been exempt from 
it. Were all his convictions right or his 
reasonings correct? Certainly not. But 
behind all the expression of his faith and 
words, the motivating force was the urge 
to serve, combined with the conviction 
that he worked for the truth and for God. 

On the one hand when the fundamen- 
talist evangelist Kharalambos came to 
Aintab attacking the churches and the 
clergy and agitating the Armenian com- 
munity, it was Yenovk who stood up as 


The Rev. Yenovk and Mrs. Helen Hadidian 


a barrier against the destructive current 
of fundamentalism, preaching to 
thousands Sunday after Sunday on the 
theme “the letter killeth, the spirit 
reviveth” 

On the other hand Yenovk took an 
iron stand against the ordination of a 
modernist preacher, because he was wor- 
ried that this ordination would release a 
liberal current which under the circum- 
stances could be destructive, but he did 
not hide appreciation towards the sinceri- 
ty and noble character of the candidate. 

Under the given circumstances, he saw 
in front of him a hungry people and he 
had pity on them. Though his prescrip- 
tion, even to this writer, his brother, was 
not always a remedy, yet for him through 


his light and experience it was imperativé 
and, therefore, he felt impelled to obey 
his conscience. 

Even his adversaries must admit that 
the good coming from this humble se™ 
vant of God was torrential in which disap 
peared the droplets of his attitude: 
sometimes irrational, which often becam? 
objects of bitter ciriticism and derision. 

In one word, the good values of his life 
were incomparably more than his errors 
and, therefore, he became in the full 
sense of the word a benefactor first to his 
nation, then to humanity, and a leader 
the likes of which is rare in the Armenian 
community. 

Translated from Armenian 
by R.P. Rubyan 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


“Leave your child here—you go back 
home.” 

1 was young, hardly 5-6 years old. We 
lived in one of the wooden shacks of the 
Armenian refugee camp—a short dis- 
tance from the Protestant Church and 
School. 


In those days my father was partially 


paralyzed and bedridden. With the aid of 
two crutches he could barely move. 

It was the autumn reopening of school. 
Parents were registering their children in 
the school of their choice. My invalid 
father—dragging himself on crutches— 
led me to school. 

Barefoot and holding my father’s coat, 


by 


— Stepan Mekhitarian 


I followed him. The two of us dragged 
ourselves to the National Sahagian 
School which belonged to the Gregorian 
community. But we were not accepted 
on account of our poverty. 

With tearful eyes we set on our way 
back home. Along the way, as we 
reached the Protestant School, a youth 


; 


came running and said, “Father, please 
wait. Our Badveli noticed you a little 
while ago” 

A middle-sized man with a paternal 
smile approached us and said, “Why is 
this child crying?” 

“Badveli” answered my Father, “I took 
him to our school to have him registered. 
They expected me to pay. But how? You 
see my condition” 

“Very well” said Badveli, “Leave your 
boy here and you go back home.’ 

This was the compassionate pastor's 
answer to some weak creature depress- 
ed and disheartened by a stroke of ill luck. 
The pastors only goal was to help weak 


THE R 


It seems God sent Rev. Hadidian to 
Our earth to make the meaning of several 
terms more tangible and easy to under- 
stand— 

; °Vision—the ability to see future pos- 
sibilities under most unfavorable 
Conditions; 

*Achievements and accomplishments; 
fi °Unshakeable will power to be able to 

ight all kinds of obstacles. 

‘ These qualities were seen in Rev. Hadi- 
‘an, especially in the Armenian Camps 
of Beirut, Lebanon. 

_The Name of Rev. Hadidian is asso- 
“lated with four kinds of institutions: 

*Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Ashrefiyeh, Beirut; 

*Armenian Evangelical Central High 

chool, Beirut: 

*Armenian National 

banon: 

*Armenian Evangelical Primary 


Chools in three different sections of 
eirut, 


Sanatorium, 


These institutions were directly found- 
€d by him, and he was the central force 
ehind them for many years. 
His name is also associated with the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of the Near 
ast, though he was not its founder. 
“Owever, he was one of the central 
figures behind it until the nineteen-fifties. 


Armenian Camps of Beirut 
During 1920-1922, thousands of 
tmenians, remnants of the genocide, 

Were forced by the armies of Mustafa 


and needy Armenians. 

Indeed, Reverend Yenovk Hadidian 
was the personification of kindness, 
goodness and sacrifice; and love was the 
essence of his soul. His entire life was 
dedication. He put no distinction between 
Pharisee and publican, or Protestant and 
Gregorian; his only motto was to defend 
the widow and to help the poor, the 
destitute, the old, the sick and every kind 
in need. Here is a true picture 
eds, on whose head 
hines with heavenly 
n. Indeed, it would 
declare that just as 
e of the founders 


of person 
of a man of good de 
the crown of glory s 
and eternal illuminatio 
be no exaggeration to 
Martin Luther was on 


i in Turkish 
flee their homelands in 
pele d western Turkey to 


Armenia, Cilicia an 
Beirut and other parts of the Middle East. 


Having left all their possessions in Woe 
they came to Beirut in the most mise i 
condition, and for shelter the 
together rude huts of tin and wood. 
These tin huts wer 
nant features of et 
covered a hug 
Ge Electricity Compa” 
and extended for severa 
the east, reaching 
consiste 
i) ene t of huts, all leaning against 


each other, most 


words of Philip Zakarian, 19 
ground with outstretched bie : wl 
The dominant features of thes 


were: 
eMud in w! 
summer; 
e Absence Of all hy 
no plumbing oF priv 
ePoverty an 
eThunderous n°! 
fell on the tin roots or 


blew; 
eExtreme 

the blazing sun; 
eExtreme cold dur 

winds blew through thousa 


in the tin walls; 
eWater had to bec 


one of several fountains 


nter and dust during 


er 
heat during summer, und 


ing winter, when icy 
nds of fissures 


arried home from 
established in dif- 


iO9- 


EV. YENOVK HADIDIAN 


of Protestantism, by the same token the 
Reverend Yenovk Hadidian became the 
founder of the Armenian Evangelical 
Congregation in Lebanon. This public 
confession is one undeniable fact, and it 
is above any doubt. 

Our dear Badveli not only supplied 
spiritual nourishment to our souls but he 
also preached and taught us to love the 
nation, the soil and all people without 
distinction, and to help the poor, the old 
and the needy. 

May these words be the least portion 
of gratitude expressed by one of his 
pupils, Stepan Mekhitarian. 


__ M. H. Shnorhokian 
ent sections of the community. 
mii Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Ashrefiyeh and the Central High School 
had their beginnings in these camps. 

In the course of his many visits to the 
poor and sick in these camps, Rev. Hadi- 
dian determined to establish an Arme- 
nian Sanatorium to help relieve the illness 
and distress he witnessed daily. 

Soon all three—church, schools, Sana- 
orium—became centers of hope, faith, 
dignity, education for tens of thousands 
of Armenians, including the poor, the 
helpless and the sick. 


‘oundation of Armenie® Esas- 
eteal Church of Ashrefiyeh asad 
Armenian Evangelical 

i chool 
ee eh Hadidian was already in 
Beirut in 1920. He was the pastor of the 
newly-formed Armenian Evangelical 
Church in the city of Beirut. 

From the beginning he was intensely 
interested in the Armenian population in 
these camps. He made frequent visits 
there, formed a group of ee 
Evangelicals from the camps and to 

out his visions. 

ey help of these men and other 
Armenian and foreign friends, he built 
two wooden structures. One was @ hall 
and would serve as the House of God for 
worship; the other, consisting of several 
rooms, would become as a lighthouse a 
schoo! for liberal and Christian education. 
This was during 1921-1922. 


Rev. Hadidian never underestimated 
the importance of an institution of higher 
learning. He believed that higher educa- 
tion was an essential part of Armenian 
Evangelical christianity. 

Both these institutions served their pur- 
poses in these camps until 1931, when 
they both moved to their present location 
on the hill of Ashrefiyeh. Both were hous- 
ed in a large modern building presented 
to them as a gift from Rev. Henry Riggs, 
of the American-based mission, in 
memory of his wife and daughter who 
had died in Turkey during the years of 
Armenian genocide. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church and 
Central High School served the Arme- 
nian nation as lighthouses spreading the 
Word of God and imparting Christian 
and ethnic education to the new 
generation. 

Rev. Yenovk Hadidian had been the 
great force behind both institutions, until 
Boards of Directors were established to 
take over their respective management 
responsibilities. 

Inthe early 1970's, through the 
benevolence of the Stephen Philibosian 
Fund, a five-story building was added to 
the campus of the school. 

Both institutions continue to serve our 
people to this day. 


Central High School is the leading 


secondary school in the area, receiving 
graduates from several surrounding 
Armenian primary schools. 


Armenian National Sanatorium 

Rev. Hadidian is the unquestioned 

founder of this institution. As a young 
pastor he was regularly in touch with the 
Armenian inhabitants of the camps, help- 
ing people in any way he could. He saw 
that many people were suffering from 
tuberculosis. He was concerned not on- 
ly about the sick, but also about the family 
members and neighbors of the sick. Espe- 
cially vulnerable were the undernour- 
ished and impoverished children in the 
camps. 

Rev. Hadidian was greatly disturbed. 
He expressed his deep concern to the 
religious leaders of Armenian Apostolic 
and Armenian Catholic communities— 
Rev. Souren Vartabed Kemhajian and 
Rev. Hagop Vartabed Nesimian. 

Rev. Hadidian and other Armenian 


Members of the First Board of Trustees of the Armenian National Sanatorium, from left: Arch- 


bishop Yeghishe Garoyan, Rev. Yenovk Hadidian and Mr. K. Nafilian. Second row, from left: 
Mr. D. Serabian, Dr. K. Vartabedian, Dr. D. Yenikomoushian and Dr. Dikran Berberian. 


leaders sought help from several 
organizations, including the Near East 
Relief Society and the American 
Presbyterian Mission, whose secretary 
was Rev. James Nicol. The Presbyterian 
Mission had a building in Mameltein, 15 
miles north of Beirut, in an isolated loca- 
tion. The Mission offered this building to 
the Armenians, along with some finan- 
cial help. This was the beginning of the 
Armenian Sanatorium, which opened its 
doors in 1923. 

Although this was not an ideal place 
for a sanatorium, nevertheless it served 
three fundamental purposes: 

With the help of doctors and nurses, 
this sanatorium took much better care of 
the sick than was possible in the camps; 

Thousands of people in the camps, 
especially children, were saved from be- 
ing infected in the unhealthy camp 
environment; 

The Armenian Sanatorium became a 
strong focus of cooperation among the 
Armenian Apostolic, Armenian Catholic 
and Armenian Evangelical communities, 
not only in Lebanon but throughout the 
world; 

Many Armenians and foreigners par- 
ticipated in the Sanatorium’s continuing 
growth. 

In 1938, the Armenian Sanatorium 
was transferred to its present location in 


the Lebanese Mountains, near the village 
of Azounieh. In its present location, the 
Armenian Sanatorium served and serves 
many Arab patients as well, who prefer 
the Armenian institution to other 
sanatoria. 

The most difficult years in the history 
of the Sanatorium were those between 
1923 and 1938, when almost the entire 
responsibility lay on Rev. Hadidian, who 
was both the chairman and the treasurer 
of the Sanatorium. Though the Arme- 
nians and friends of the Sanatorium sup- 
ported the institution, the work was not 
properly organized until after 1938. 

This institution still continues its 
medical and relief services to the Arme- 
nian people, under the auspices to the 
Armenian Catholicate of Cilicia and the 
Armenian Evangelican Union of the Near 
East, supported by Armenians 
throughout the Diaspora. 


Founder of Several Primary Schools 

The concems of Rev. Y. Hadidian were 
not limited to these three institutions alone. 
He ws very much concemed with the 
education of children. Wherever he saw 
children playing in mud and dust in the 
streets, during school season, he contacted 
their parents, found one or two rooms in the 
vicinity, located a teacher or two and started 
a non-denominational school. 


nian Evangelical community. 

But his strong willpower and his convic- 
tions about the usefulness of his enter- 
prises gave him the energy to overcome all 
kinds of obstacles, often single-handedly. 

Dr. Schlesinger defines greatness as 
the ability to change the direction of the 
history of a people. This kind of greatness 
always contains some degree of author- 
itarianism, which does not always take 
the ideas and feelings of others into con- 
sideration, and even hurts the feelings of 
friends. Rev. Hadidian had this element 
in him. He was more a man of action 
than a man seeking popularity. 


On his own initiative he opened three 
Primary schools in Beirut and its suburbs: 
A primary school in Hayashen in 1931; 
A primary school in the St. Michele 
atea in 1948; and 
A primary school in Dora, Bourj- 
ammoud in 1951. 
In these enterprises much credit also 
a to the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
'on of America. The executive secretaries 
of that Great institution then were Rev. 
A.A. Bedikian and Rev. PH. Kalfayan, 
intimate friends of Rev. Hadidian, on 
whose Support he had great confidence. 
All three primary schools and several 
ae later were endowed with suitable 
t ildings and modern facilities thanks to 
ue endeavors of Stephen Philibosian and 
iS friends in the United States of America. 


: idian 
Role of Mrs. Helen Hadi ‘ 
The role of Mrs. Helen Koundakjian- 
Hadidian can never be overemphasize0 
Behind the vision of Rev. Hadidian an 


i i i esses in over- 
especiall behind his succ 
a ‘ les, there was the Yeretzgin 


le, understanding and 
Thanks to Mrs. 


Tempestuous Life of Rev. Hadidian 
* €v. Hadidian’s vision, accomplish- i 
wren and unshakeable determination Helen with her a, 
€N caused him problems. He frequent- unrivaled hospitatty. 
. 5 ays open 

Y encountered resistance and rebuff, and _ Hadidian, their home was alway 


led. 
\ idi i eedy, and the troub 
€n ridicule and persecution, from to the poor, the ae ; Re eat os 


coming obstac 
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counsel. 

Mrs. Hadidian also was the calming 
spirit that tempered the tempestuous life 
of Rev. Hadidian. He surely would have 
succumbed to the obstacles and difficul- 
ties in his path if Mrs. Hadidian had not 
been beside him to soothe him and create 
a warm and supportive home atmosphere. 


Rev. Hadidian—The Builder 

The word “builder” is an honorary title 
our nation bestows on some of its leaders. 
During the seventh century the title was 
given to Catholicos Nerses Ill, who built 
the famous cathedral “Zevartnotz. 

This title could be given also to Rev. 
Yenovk Hadidian, who built a church, 
several schools and the Armenian Na- 
i anatorium. 
ie aw Yenovk Hadidian had died dur- 
ing the genocide, or if he had emigrated 
to some other country after the genocide, 
probably the history of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in the Near ae 
might not have several of its beacons 0 
worship, education and health. 
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HELEN MAMA—MOTHER HELEN—HELEN MEDZ MAMA 


I suspect that many have at one time 
or another referred to Helen Koundak- 
jian Hadidian as Helen Mama, Mother 
Helen, or Helen Medz Mama. One ob- 
vious reason for this is the fact that she 
lived to the ripe old age of 95, which even 
qualified her for the title of Helen Medz 
Medz Mama. More importantly, however, 
it is because to an amazing degree she 
had many of the attributes which we 
generally associate with the word 
“motherhood” 

Helen Mama was a good mother 
along with thousands and millions of 
other good mothers. | feel privileged to 
Say a few words about life with her. Even 
though my sister, Angele, and my 
brothers, Dikran and Zaven, spent many 
more years with her than I did, I feel con- 
fident that they share with me similar 
impressions. 

She ran an efficient household. To this 
day I marvel at the way she spared us any 
feelings of the panic that she must have 
experienced while running a minister's 
home. During the last few weeks we 
came across a precious letter that she had 
written to my father in 1923, a year 
before I was born. In it, she scolds my 
father for leaving her “high and dry? with 
no money to take care of a houseful of 
family members. My father had gone to 
Aleppo for a meeting without making 
adequate arrangements for our daily 
bread. This type of concern was generally 
not communicated to us. We were always 
confident that we would have food 
clothing, some pocket money and in 
variably a summer vacation in the 
mountains. 

Still waters run deep, they say. Just as 
a dam opens up intense energy stored in 
a body of water, so did life’s challenges 
bring forth mother’s stored energy. This 
was probably present from her childhood 
days in Hasan-Beyli. She often mention- 

ed how her mother would wake her up 
even before dawn, so that she could help 
bake bread and clean the house and its 
immediate surroundings. Perhaps grand- 
ma took undue advantage of mother’s be- 
ing the youngest daughter. 

Her love for her children was never in 
doubt in our minds. As an appropriate 


extension of that love, she took others in- 
to our home, both young men and 
women, who needed caring and nurtur- 
ing until they, too, gained their in- 
dependence. And in a still larger sense, 
her motherly love extended to people 
beyond the four walls of our house, from 
the very young to the very old. In that 
sense she was an invaluable aid to my 
father in their untiring efforts to meet the 
physical, educational and spiritual needs 
of our community. 

Mother Helen loved beauty in all its 
forms. She was particularly fond of col- 
orful clothes both for herself and others. 
Many women here in this audience to- 
day have probably been lectured by 
mother about her ideas as to what they 
should wear, or may have been com- 
plimented by her if the dress was par- 
ticularly pleasing to her. The amazing part 
of this is the fact that she never relented 
from her habit of wearing beautiful 
clothes even to the day of her hospital- 
ization. 

Children of dedicated parents in any 
profession suffer to some degree from 
lack of enough time to spend with their 
parents. Our family was no exception. 
However, mother was always available 
when we needed her. I can say with 
some certainty that I really got to know 
her after she stopped being the caring 
and nurturing mother, and _ instead 
became the one that needed care and 
support. I am sure my sister and brothers 
would agree with me that we were for- 
tunate to have her among our families for 
so many years after her coming to the 


— Calvin Hadidian 


United States. This event provided for m@ 
a relaxed period of communication that 
I will always cherish. 

She had a keen sense of observation 
of nature's beauty. Every time I had the 
occasion to walk her out of Puzant an 
Angele’s house, she would turn to he! 
right and say, “Look, look, aren't they 
beautiful, those flowers?” Even as she was 
hanging onto the walker, she woul 
always keep looking around for 
something to see and enjoy. Her eye 
were always looking upwards % 
sideways, but rarely downwards. In 4 
symbolic sense, she was still looking to 
the future, even at her age. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention” 
another fact. She was extremely fortunal 
during her last ten to fifteen years in ha” 
ing a large and loving extended family 9 


relatives and friends here in the Bay are 


Scores of people gave so much of theif 
time, effort and loving care to enrich he 
life, both physically and emotionally. 
couldn't begin to name them all—the list 
would be too long. She received love at 
the same time as she gave it—what a for 
tunate combination! 

When I last saw mother a few weeks 
before her death, I told her, “I am going 
now, mother, but | will return.” I didnt 
think she heard me, or if she did, she did 
not understand me. Much to my amaze" 
ment, she raised her eyes to meet min@ 
and said with a clear voice, “Go in peac@ 
my son” I couldn't respond to her then, 
but I want to tell her now from all of het 
children, “Indeed, you did go in peace: 
Mother Helen” 


AUNT HELEN KOUNDAKJIAN 


Rev. Hagop Koundakjian and Mariam 
Melconian were married in 1875. When 
the newlyweds were on their way to their 
first church in Besni, they put all their 
belongings on a donkey and Mariam sat 
on top of them. Her young husband 
turned to her and said, “The minister's 


By Gulenia Khachadourian 


family has to travel like this” They were 
never rich but they had a very rich chris- 
tian life and a blessed one. 
Thirty-eight years later, in 1913, the 
same picture was repeated in Helen's life. 
She had to put everything she owned on 
a donkey and sit on top of them and 


travel to Eybez to marry Rev. Yenovk 
Hadidian. They lived a very poor life, but 
God blessed their lives and ministry in the 
church. There was a great revival and 
Seventy-five years later the great change 
in that village through the work of the 
Hadidians its still remembered. 

Helen was born in 1891. She was the 
youngest of six girls and sister to seven 
brothers, They were a wonderful christian 
family. The great desire of their parents 
Was for their children to grow in christian 
character. They did their utmost to give 
each one a good education. For this 
feason the children were sent to Tarsus, 
Aintab and Marash. 

Helen had a happy childhood. The 
Koundakjian family, though financially 
Poor, enjoyed the love of each other even 
though life then was mostly hard work. 

Life became even harder for Helen 
When in 1909 she lost 28 members of her 
extended family within eleven days. The 
Stief and shock was great. But there was 
Sreat faith and trust in God. 

In 1911 Helen graduated from high 
School and went.to Kessab to teach in the 
School where her brother, Dikran, was the 
Minister of the church. After a year of 
teaching she had to go to Marash for her 
higher education. 

In 1912 she met Rev. Yenovk Hadi- 
dian, and married him in 1913. God 
blessed the family with four children. The 
life of the young couple was shaken with 
the start of the First World War. They had 
to leave their home and go to Aleppo, 
Syria, where Mrs. Jebejian, sister of 
Helen, was living. Those were dark and 
difficult days for Armenians. 

When the Armistice was signed in 
1918, they moved back to Aintab, but not 
for long. With the deportation of the 
Armenians, they had to leave everything 
behind and go to Beirut, Lebanon. 

Rev. and Mrs. Hadidian found their 
lives full with the problems of their peo- 
ple who had lost homes, possessions and 
family members and had settled in a new 
Country with a new environment and a 
new language. With their love and vision 
and great courage, they worked day and 
Night organizing churches, schools, a 
hospital, an old peoples home and 


Orphanages. 
After her husband's death in 1964, she 


continued working until 1973, when she 


moved to the United States to join her 
children. She was a very fortunate 
mother and grandmother. Till the end of 
her life, she enjoyed the love, attention 
and care of her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, and also of her 
dear relatives. 

She entered her rest on November 19, 
1986. “Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord . . . for their works follow with 


them? 


perenne 


WORDS HONORING 
MOTHER HELEN HADIDIAN 


If there is one word I could express ex- 
plaining Auntie Helen's life, the word 
would be “devoted.” She was devoted to 
her husband, upheld him anywhere. Se- 
cond, she was devoted to her family and 
the family circle—all those who came 
within that circle. And thirdly, she was 
devoted to her Lord and Christ whom 
she served till the end of her life. She was 


the embodiment of a loving smile. 
Augustine Badeer 


In a male-dominated society, especial- 
ly with a grandfather like Badveli Yenouk 
Hadidian, my grandmother Helen’s star 
never stopped shining. She was always 
in charge, in a non-dominating way, ee, 
kept the spirits high. She was calm i 
serene and accepted difficult situations 
with a positive attitude. In spite of all io 
activities as Yeretzgin, she was involve 
with each one of us, asking pertinent 
questions and identifying with us. 


Hrair P. Gulesserian, M.D. 


other, Helen, as she 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 
d I let you into 


I know my grandm 
stands now before ia 
asks, “Why should * ©" 
shaplester her answer i it oat 
’'m an Armenian.” Its not caylee, i‘ 
a lot of good deeds; I went to chu he 
my life.” It's because, “| pea Ee 
sacrifice on the cross that ha a ty 
penalty for my sins, and I cia pe 
life to you. Now, my life is a resUu 


i t I've made” 
commitment tha Aige radiates 


i 


Mrs. Helen Hadidian 


IN MEMORIAM 
HELEN HADIDIAN 


By R.P. Rubyan 


She was mother to her children and 


descendants. y 
She became mother to her orphane 
nephews and nieces. 
She became mother to her compatriots 
in refugee camps. 
She became mother to t 
church. 
She was mother to m 
spiritual children. -- 
She was Mother Helen Hadidian. 


he people of the 


e—one of her 


d was like a luminous aura 
er person 

furrow of her lovely face 
loving word that she 


Motherhoo 
That shone in h 
Illuminating every 
Ringing in every 


oke 
esse every life that touched hers. 


The halo of motherhood followed her in 
this world and beyond . . . 


Looking back at the life of this gracious 


woman 
And quoting from the Scriptures that she 


dearly loved — 
“Her children and friends rise up and bless 
her 
And her husband praised her 
— Many women have done virtuously, 
But thou, Helen, excellest them all!’ 


THE NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AEUNA 


The Ninth Biennial Assembly of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America, held on July 6-10, 1988, in Los 
Angeles, CA, adopted resolutions in sup- 
port of mission outreach to Armenian im- 
migrants in the Los Angeles area, of af- 
firmation of human rights and of solidarity 
with Karabagh, as it culminated five days 
of meetings at the Burbank Hilton, hosted 
by the United Armenian Congregational 
Church of Hollywood. Rev. Berdj Djam- 
bazian and Rev. Steve Muncherian were 
elated by the effectiveness of the task 
force and for the inspiration and 
fellowship which was apparent from 
beginning to end. 

For many, the highlight of the Conven- 
tion was the celebration banquet on July 
9 at the Sportsmen's Lodge, where a 
throng of 750 heard Catholicos Karekin 
Il of Cilicia bring a message of “love for 
one another” In his response, Rev. Dr. 
Vahan Tootikian, Moderator of AEUNA 

reaf-firmed “our solidarity as one caer 
and one people” Master of ceremonies 
Louis Kurkjian read a letter from Gover- 
nor George Deukmejian, who was un- 
able to attend but sent best wishes. Poet 
Jacques Hagopian spoke, in Armenian 

of the church being the source of faith, 
hope and love, and Rev. Lloyd Sasa 
shared, “There isn’t one of us who doesn't 
carry the bones of the Martyrs” 

There are those who felt that the high 
point of the Convention was the joint 
Sunday worship and communion service 
in UACC’s sanctuary. Messages were 
rendered concisely and powerfully by 

Rev. Lloyd Saatjian in English and Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian in Armenian, with 
beautiful musical selections offered by a 
joint choir of the eight California chur- 
ches, led by Armen Aroyan. The installa- 
tion of the new AEUNA officers took 
place during the service, with Rev. Karl 
Avakian assuming the duties of 
Moderator, Rev. Yessaiy Sarmasian, Vice 
Moderator, Irene Talananian, Clerk, and 
Archie Cherkezian, Treasurer. Serving as 
Directors for the next two years will be 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Rev. Vartan Har- 
tunian, Rev. Roger Minassian, Rev. Ber- 
nard Guekguezian, Rev. Ronald Tovmas- 
sian, Vahe Ashkarian, Nishan Basmajian 
Charles DeMirjian, Leon Gilesceyian, 


Participants in the Ninth General Assembly of AEUNA. 


and Anton Torounian. Two additional 
directors will be Rev. Dr. Herald Hasses- 
sian and Steve Surmeian, and Ex-Officio 
members will be Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian; Dr. George Bezirganian, Presi- 
dent of the AMAA; and Rev. Moses B. 
Janbazian, Executive Director of the 
AMAA. 

A human rights resolution was adopted 
by the Assembly, affirming its strong sup- 
port for the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and condemning all forms 
of human rights violations all over the 
world. The Assembly, representing the en- 
tire Armenian Evangelical community and 
churches in North America, also approved 
a special resolution affirming its solidarity 
with Karabagh and Armenia for reunifica- 
tion. 

In consideration of the tremendous in- 
flux of Armenians to the Los Angeles 
area and those still pouring in from Soviet 
Armenia and Iran, Rev. Roger Minassian 
read a letter from his congregation, the 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational 
Church of Fresno, encouraging the 
AEUNA to give heavy support to the 

Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Hollywood (pastored by Rev. Abraham 
Chaparian) and to adopt the Los Angeles 
area ministries as its highest priority in the 
mission field. 

Representing the AMAA at the Con- 
vention were Dr. George Bezirganian, 
President, and The Rev. Moses B. Jan- 


The Rev. Karl Vartan Avakian 


bazian, Executive Director, who 
presented a joint “State of the AMAA’ 
report to the Assembly, highlighting the 
main mission ministries and the current 
challenges of the 70-year-old Associa- 
tion. Rev. Janbazian also led two 
seminars on the timely theme, “Oppor- 
tunities for Mission Ministry to Armenian 
Refugees.” 

Participants in the Convention were 
also offered the opportunity to hear 
Municipal Court Judge Alice Altoon, 
USC Political Science Professor Dr. Hrair 
Dekmejian, Fresno Psychologist Dr. 
Deborah Ohanesian, and other 
authorities and speakers who led a range 
of seminars related to the theme of the 
Conference;“€hrist_and the Family.’ 


DR. AND MRS. PUZANT K 
ABOUT URGENT NEEDS | 


possibilities many. There are over 40,000 
Armenian immigrants in Hollywood. 
Given the manpower and the means, all 
of them can be reached. The categories 
“Gregorian; “Protestant” and “Catholic” 
scarcely apply to them, so unversed are 
they in religion. Anyone who is willing to 
stretch out a helping hand to them is lov- 
ingly accepted. That is what Rev. 
Abraham Chaparian has been doing sin- 
gle-handedly for the past seven years. 
Please keep in mind that up to 1,000 or 
more new Armenian immigrants are ar- 
riving in Hollywood each month. The 
work is extensive and the laborers few. 
The needs are great, but so are the poten- 
tialities. Rev. Chaparian does not have an 
office, but works with volunteers in 
peoples homes. He arranged to have an 
Armenian professor hold seminars for 
volunteers who will be going door-to- 
door to organize Bible study groups. We 
attended one of these seminars and were 
impressed by the competence of the 


Puzant and Margaret Krikorian were 
asked by their pastor, Rev. Roger Minas- 
a of the Pilgrim Armenian Congrega- 
ional Church of Fresno, CA, to spend 
some time in Hollywood to study the 
situation of recent Armenian immigrants 
In that area. 
ive Krikorians did as they were ask- 
& and this past June they spoke to their 

ongregation on this subject. Their report, 
slightly edited, is as follows: 
Beery Armenian evangelical family and 
# ividual should be aware of the Impor- 
site Extent and Urgency of the work 

e done among the immigrants from 

Armenia who are now concentrated in 

ollywood. 
_ Unlike those of us who have grown up 
N Christian families with Sunday schools 
and church attendance, these are Arme- 
lians who have never seen the inside of 
: church no¢ heard words like “God,’ 
Christ? Bible” or “Salvation” spoken with 
‘espect. Even “right” and “wrong” seem 
© be alien concepts to many. They are, 
in a manner of speaking, raw material 
that is poured into the melting pot that 
1S today’s Hollywood. 

These people are likely to fall into one 
of two molds—one consisting of ig- 
Norance and despair and leading to 
alcohol: the other mold, with its emphasis 
©n morality, education, salvation and 
God, leads to a Christian lifestyle as 
found in our Armenian evangelical com- 
Munity in America. 

The numbers are large and the 


instructor. 


This raw material of adults, youth and 
n one 


children is going to be molded i 


form or another. If we want our Im- 
ed in a form 


i dit to our community and 
Be Mind st act NOW. here. We hope to return 


migrant compatriots mold 


pleasing to our Lord, we mu 


Delay means lost opportunities that can- 
eed love, prayer, 


and yolunteers—from 
evangelical individuals 


not be recovered. We n 
money, sacrifice 
any and all of our 
and churches. 

It was a great joy an 


d privilege for us 


RIKORIAN SPEAK 
N HOLLYWOOD 


Margaret Krikorian 


Dr, Puzant and Mrs. 


ellow Armenians who 


to be among our f 
came to this country with the expectation 


of a free and better life. 
As we held meetings with them and 


visited their homes discussing their 
yarious problems, they opened their 
hearts to us and were constantly urging 
us to stay longer with them. 

Our mission to them does not end 
on other occa- 
to work among them. 
This is a field that can yield an abun- 
dant harvest. These people need our 
prayers and sacrifices. Their need of a 
permanent meeting place of their own is 


very, very urgent. 


sions 


oe 


ORAL SURGEON MINISTER 


For two decades Dr. David S. Topazian 
of Orange, Connecticut, has traveled the 
globe, using his expertise in oral and jaw 
bone surgery to work small miracles on 
Citizens of Third World countries. 

In the Central African nation of Rwan- 
da, Topazian repaired the cleft lips of a 
toddler and a 20-year-old man in simple, 
brief procedures that could change their 
lives. 

During a trip to Nicaragua, he treated 


oldiers in the jungle and 


government s I 
hat was a rebe 


guerrillas in a village t 
stronghold. 

This summer, To 
Deidre, are in Valencia, 


they treat patients. 2 
The couple, who are in their mid-50's, 


made the trip through the Christian 
Medical and Dental Society, of which 
David Topazian is president-elect. The 
society is an international organization of 


pazian and his wife, 
Venezuela, where 
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s TO WORLD 


0 physicians and dentists. 
It was founded in the 1940's to minister 
to medical professionals, their families 
and medical students, and it sponsors 
medical missionaries. 

David Topazian had a private practice 
in Milford for 26 years and, until recent- 
ly, was associate section chief of the 
department of oral and maxillofacial 
surgery at the Hospital of St. Raphael. 


more than 7,50 


THE REV. JOANNE HARTUNIAN 


Editor’s Note: Rev. Joanne Hartunian, 
Youth Minister to the First Armenian 
Church of Belmont, MA, announced 
recently that she would be taking a sab- 
batical for one year. This past June, 
before her departure, part of a church ser- 
vice was devoted to the expression of ap- 
preciation and affection for this out- 
standing young minister. The following 
are excerpts from a tribute written for the 
occasion by Judith Hamparian and read 
to the congregation: 


Ode to Rev. Joanne Hartunian 


To some people, Rev. Joanne Hartu- 
nian is a preacher. To others, she is a 
teacher, a counselor, wife, mother, and 
a friend. To the people of the First Arme- 
nian Church in Belmont. Massachusetts, 
she is called “Badvelli” meaning person 
of respect. Taking a closer look at the 
word Badveli, each letter stands for a 
word that describes Rev. Joanne: 


B—Benevolent 

Rev. Joanne is truly a kind and good 
person. These qualities are not only on 
the surface but go down deep, deep into 
the soul—the part that really makes a 


person. She is generous with her time 
and of herself. 


A—All Knowing 
If you had a question that needed to 


H a 


The Rev. Joanne Hartunian 


be answered or you're looking for a place 
togo to, Rev. Joanne is the person to ask. 
She can talk about any subject under the 
sun. It is amazing to learn about her in- 
tricate web of connections that range 
from (where to find) a good lawyer to 
places to go to on a Saturday night. 


D—Devoted 
Rev. Joanne is devoted to her family, 
to her church, to all the people she cares 


about, and most of all, to the work of the 
Lord. 


V—Virtuous 

In each of us, she bestows moral ex- 
cellence. There couldn't have been a finer 
teacher than Rev. Joanne. She’gives us 
strength to search deep down inside 


AMAA MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 


PAPKEN AND SHAKEH 
KADEHJIAN HONORED 

Papken and Shakeh Kadehjian of 
Queens, NY, earned the designation of 
“Man of the Year’ and “Woman of the 
Year, and were so honored by the St. 
Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of 
New York on Palm Sunday, March 27, 
1988. The Kadehjian’s were recognized 
for’ their steadfast devotion to their 
church, 

Mr. & Mrs. Kadehjian, a distinguished 
couple with a genuine ecumenical spirit, 
have always extended their loving serv- 
ices to worthy Armenian cultural, 
charitable and religious causes, among 
which are the Armenian Evangelical 


Church of New York and the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America. 


MARIAN BAGDASARIAN A 
TRUSTEE OF THE CALIFORNIA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

Governor George Deukmejian reap- 
pointed Marian Bagdasarian of Fresno as 
a Trustee of the California State Univer- 
sity. Mrs. Bagdasarian is an instructor for 
the Fresno Unified School District. 

Both Mrs. Bagdasarian and her hus- 
band, George, are active members of the 
First Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Fresno and are faithful supporters of 
AMAAs mission ministry. 
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ourselves in order to find all that is true 
and good. She teaches us to stand by 
what we feel is. right, no matter what it 
takes. 


E—Encourager 

When we are down, she picks us up 
by either a warm smile or a story, telling 
us that things could have been worse. 
When we have low self-esteem, she 
builds us up by showing us all the good 
things we have to offer. 


L—Loving 

Rev. Joanne has so much love to give 
not only to her family but to everybody 
she knows and cares about. Just feeling 
this love reassures you that it couldn't 
have come from any other place but from 
Heaven above. 


I—Indispensable 

She is unique in all she does. In all this 
world there is but one Rev. Joanne Har- 
tunian. It would be pretty hard to find a 
person to fill her shoes and attempt to do 
all the things she does. Somehow she 
delicately balances all her duties and 
responsibilities of being a wife, mother. 
minister, Youth Director, midwife, C.E.C. 
member, homemaker and Sunday 
School Director. She spreads herself 
amongst all these activities but yet not 
one lacks her complete dedication and 
love. 


Mrs. Marian Bagdasarian 


HARRY KOUNDAKJIAN: LEADING ARMENIAN IN 
‘ NEW YORK MEDIA 


ie 

Nie 

e ae ae 
f 


ve 


Pw 


Mr. Harry Koundakjian 


Harry Koundakjian, a world-renowned 
News photographer and journalist, was 


recognized, along with seven other 
honorees, by the AGBU as one of it, 
leading “Armenians in the New es 
Media” The event took place at the 
Princeton Club in New York City on Ju- 
88. 
mee the Foreign Photo Editor e 
the New York headquarters of = 
Associated Press. He has been at i 
New York World desk since his arrival in 
the United States nine years ago. He ee 
Chief of Photography for Associa 
Press in the Middle East and coy 
such world events as the Munich Olym- 
pics and the Lebanese Civil War. * 
Harry joined the Associated ie, 
1967, after working as a photographer ei 
a Beirut newspaper. He has won Seat 
awards for excellence in potest es 
has been nominated for the Pulitzer Priz 
and the World Press Award. 


Mr. Harry Koundakjian receiving recognition 
Ie 


plaque. 


” VISITORS TO AMAA HEADQUARTERS 


Many members and friends of the 
AA, when in our area, honor us by 
® Visit to our Headquarters. This gives us 
an ©pportunity to meet them and allows 
~€M to get acquainted with our staff, of- 
'C@ Operations and facilities. 
Among recent visitors to the AMAA 
Headquarters were: 
Dr. Hovig Demirjian, AMAA En- 
Owment Funder and Chairman of the 


Rev, and Mrs. Robert Sarkissian 


Dr. and Mrs. Hovig Demirjian 


cal Union of Greece; 


Armenian Evangeli Sarkissiam 


Rev. and Mrs. Robert 


iccian is the 

of Beirut, Lebanon. Dr. Sarkissian ee 
. heusian 

Director of the Karag ee an 


i rv 
memorative Program se ae 
dle East. He also serves a5 


rd of 
of both Haigazian College one 
Managers and the Social pane 
tee of the Union of the <eolin A 
Evangelical Churches in the 
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Mr. Zori Balayan with the Executive Director 
Te 


ge: Yerevan, a well- 
ri Balayan of Yere 
A= ee in the Soviet Union who 


the two representatives of 
-. who went to Moscow 

iet Armenia W 
pe to discuss the Karabagh issue 

r 

ith Mikhail Gorbachev. eye 
"Rev Rene Levonian © falls, 
ae and his family. Rev. Levonian is 
oes of the Armenian Evangelical 
anal of Issy-les-Moulineaux, France. 


known jo 
was one of 


a EE Eee 
BIBLES FOR ARMENIA 


This year marks the millenium —the one thousandth year— 


of christianity in 
Russia. The happy milestone is 


being observed with unprecedented celebra- 
tions throughout the Soviet Union. The Soviet leadership has officially sanc- 


tioned the jubilant events as a sign of the genuineness of Mikhail Gorbachev's 
professed policy of glasnost-openness. 


One of the noteworthy consequences of the millenium’s celebtations is that 
the Soviet Union has been opened to christian 


ministry as it has never been 
since 1917. 


As Armenian christians, we are challenged this year to make our witness 


felt in our own “Myre Hairenik” One of the opportunities laid before us is the 
delivery of Bibles to Armenia. 


We have launched a “Bibles for Armenia” campaign through which we will, 


under God's blessing, make the written Word of God available to our people 
in Armenia. 


We have an historical opportunity to send Bibles in large quantities to our 
people in Yerevan, Leninagan and other cities in Armenia. 


WILL YOU HELP? 


Your gifts will help to meet the challenge of sending more Bibles for Armenia. 
Please.fill in the coupon below and mail it today. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc. 
140 Forest Avenue 


Paramus, NJ 07652 


Yes, I want to share in the “Bibles for Armenia” project. 
Enclosed is my gift of $ 


Name 
Address 
City & State 


Zip 


Make checks payable to AMAA. One hundred percent of contributions are used for purchasing 
Bibles. All gifts are tax deductible. 


GIVE AND RECEIVE 


YOUR GIFT CAN MEAN 
CURRENT INCOME FOR YOU 


You can maintain or even increase 
your income by making a “Life Income 
Gift” to the AMAA. Here’s how it works: 

a. You transfer cash or stock to the 
AMAA and take a current tax deduction. 

b. You continue to receive, throughout 
your lifetime, the income from your gift. 


If you have low-yielding or highly ap- 
preciated stock, you can even receive 
more income than before. Should you 
sell this stock yourself, you would have 
to pay a capital-gains tax of 28% or more. 
But the AMAA can sell the stock, pay no 
capital-gains tax, and re-invest the pro- 
ceeds in stocks or bonds paying more in- 
terest or dividends than you are now 
receiving. 


Therefore, a “Life Income Gift” to the 
AMAA may give you the following 
benefits: 

a. A lifetime income to the donor or 
donors. 

b. More income than before. 

c. Avoidance of capital-gains taxes. 

d. Income tax deductions. 

e. The Fund Management Services, at 
no cost to you, of the AMAAs skilled and 
experienced Investment Committee. 


If you want more information about a 
“Life Income Gift? please call the AMAA 
at (201) 265-2607/2608. 


Do you know people who would enjoy reading the AMAA NEWS? 


Send us their names and we'll give 


NAME 
them a complementary subscription. ERS ES FPR ere 
Simply fill out this card and return it ivi > > A. wl ts P 
to: Amaa, 140 Forest Avenue, SATRON ZIP CODE 


Paramus, NJ 07652 


————————  SSeSSeSeSESeeSeSeSe 


NAME 

OU Teas lune, ol Ga eee 

Stay rar a a ss Pe, PLT 
STATE/PROV. ZIP CODE 
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STATE/PROV. ZIP CODE 


CITY 
ZIP CODE 
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OBITUARIES 


ss sess 
poner extended: ~The Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the Field Directors and the staff, all of 
om are acquainted with the deceased, their families and relatives through the AMAA records, extend their sin- 


A 3 ; 
Ele and deep sympathies to the immediate kin, relatives and friends of the deceased, whose obituaries, trans- 
mitted to the Editor bu pastors, friends or relatives, are recorded below. 


EDWARD CHALIKIAN 

Edward M. Chalikian, 81, an engineer who 
for 33 years taught science and industrial arts, 
and was later a department head at several 
Philadelphia high schools, died at Delaware 
County Memorial Hospital in Drexel Hill after 
a long illness. 

For the last 37 years, Mr. Chalikian was a 
resident of Broomall, where he was an active 
member of the St. Mark's United Methodist 
Church. He was a very active member of his 
congregation, supervising Sunday school, 
singing in the choir and serving in many other 
capacities. 

“Everywhere he went, he always had the 
ideals of serving the community and serving 
the ideals of the Lord? his wife, Dorothy, recall- 
ed. “He wema wonderfully inspiring teacher. 
People would keep in contact with him long 
after they left school” 

Born in Philadelphia, Mr. Chalikian was a 
1925 graduate of West Philadelphia High 
School. He graduated from Drexel Universi- 
ty in 1930 with a degree in mechanical engin- 
nering. He received a masters degree in 
education from Temple University in 1949 and 
took additional courses in vocational educa- 
tion at the University of Pennsylvania. 

After working at Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. and the Philadelphia Electric Co., he 
began his teaching career in 1940 at Over- 
brook High School in West Philadelphia. From 
there, he moved to several other schools in 
Philadelphia and finished his career at Nor- 
theast High School. 

He developed a reputation throughout the 
city school system for motivating students and 
constructively supervising their work, which 
included designing and building sets to stage 
school programs at the Academy of Music and 
other large auditoriums. These projects were 
recognized upon his retirement when he was 
honored by the school system for being an 
outstanding department head. 

Mr. Chalikian was recently honored by the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
as a lifelong member of that organization. His 
family has requested that memorial Gifts be sent 
to the AMAA and designated for the Edward 
Chalikian Endowment Fund. 


LOUISE ARAX ZAKARIAN 

She was a rose, and like her favorite flower 
with its petals:surrounding the center of the 
rose, she surrounded others, those whom she 


loved, with the same softness, gentility and 
beauty that dwelt within her. 

She treated each child like a rose—realizing 
that in every young person there was a fragili- 
ty, and from the proper nurturing, and car- 
ing, and unabounding love and kindness, 
emerged a strong and beautiful plant equip- 
ped to bask in the sunlight of life. Those that 
she loved, loved back—those that heard her 
say, “I love you” knew those words were not 
meaningless. 

She listened to people, and understood 
them. She counseled people with truth and 
compassion, and said nothing that she herself 
did not practice in her life. 

She loved cooking but it went further than 
that. Always concerned about nutrition and 
the proper preparation of food, she spent 
hours in the kitchen perfecting her recipes. 
Her own special cheese formula was the talk 
of a New Jersey university, and her ideas on 
nutrition and child rearing captured the 
fascination and imagination of the various 
professions—medical, psychological, and 
nutritional. During her lifetime, she received 
offers to put her experience and expertise in- 
to writing, but she never waivered in putting 
the needs of her family first. She was a career 


“homemaker, and she gave her all to her 


children, puting aside any ideas of a profes- 
sional career. Her suffering in the last years 
of her life never once diminished her un- 
ending concern for those she loved. Those 
who received her love, care and concern, are 
truly fortunate, and they are, indeed, thankful 
for the legacy she has left behind. 


DR. ALICE M. BANDEIAN 

Dr. Alice M. (Kechijian) Bandeian of 
Holyoke, MA, died on January 7, 1988. She 
and her husband, Dr. John J. Bandeian, were 
long-time doctors in Holyoke. 

Born in Providence, RI, on July 22, 1916, 
she was the daughter of the late Mardiros and 
Aznive (Hakemian) Kechijian. Educated in 
Providence schools, Dr. Bandeian received 
her bachelor of arts degree from Brown 
University in 1937 and her M.D. from Boston 
University in 1941. 

She was trained in anesthesiology and later 
became chief resident at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston. From 1943 to 
1946, Dr. Bandeian was associated with Dr. 
Richard Sweet, thoracic surgeon, and was 
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head anesthesiologist at Mass. General 
Hospital. 

In 1948, she came to Holyoke and assisted 
her husband in his practice on Pine Street. 
She also was a volunteer at Mount Holyoke 
College, a member of the Humane Society 
of the United States and the National Wildlife 
Federation. 

“Alice was a unique woman. As a young 
woman during the Depression years, she 
worked her way through college” said her son, 
Dr. Stephen Harry Bendeian of Washington, 
DC. “She then went on to medical school and 
became a doctor at a time when this was dif- 
ficult for a woman to do” 

He also cited her work as a mother. 

“She taught her children the values of hard 
work, determination and caring for others. 
She will be deeply missed by her husband, by 
her children and by all who knew her’? he said. 

Besides her husband and son, she leaves 
one other son, Dr. John Jacob Bandeian of 
Bristol, Tenn.; one daughter, Natalie 
Bandeian-Zoll of Woodbridge, Conn.; one 
brother, Dr. Harry Mardiros Kechijian of 
Pawtucket, RI; two grandchildren; several 
nieces and nephews and grand-nieces and 
grand-nephews. 


VARTANIG G. VARTAN 

Vartanig G. Vartan, the principal writer of 
the “Market Place” column in The New York 
Times since 1983, died of cancer at Roosevelt 
Hospital on May 25. He was 64 years old and 
lived in Manhattan. 

Mr. Vartan joined The Times as a financial 
writer in 1963 and covered various aspects of 
Wall Street for the next 25 years. He wrote 
about the rise of institutional investing, the cor- 
porate takeover boom, the bull market of the 
1980's and the collapse of stocks last October. 

After reporting on the brokerage business 
for some years, Mr. Vartan then wrote the dai- 
ly stock market report before becoming the 
main writer of the “Market Place” column. 

A short, dapper, cheerful man who kept his 
largely bald head shaven much of the time, 
Mr. Vartan was widely known, on Wall Street 
and elsewhere, by the nichname Tonny. 

Vartanig Garabed Vartan was born on June 
28, 1923, in Pasadena, California. His father 
was Garabed S. Vartan, and his mother was 
the former Yeranig Saxenian. 

Mr. Vartan grew up in Memphis, Tennessee, 


and went to Yale College. His studies there 
were interrupted by World War II, in which he 
served from 1943 to 1945. After the war he 
earned a B.A. degree in 1948 from Yale. 

Mr. Vartan was a reporter in Missisippi from 
1948 to 1952; then joined the United Press 
in Manhattan from 1952 to 1955. From 1955 
to 1962 he was a staff financial writer with The 
New York Herald Tribune from and, concur- 
rently, a Wall Street columnist for The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor. 

Mr. Vartan was the author of two novels. 
Reviewing the first, “50 Wall Street? which 
Came out in 1968, a Times critic wrote that 
Mr. Vartan “certainly writes with a flair for the 
character behind the action” His second novel, 
The Dinosaur Fund” published in 1972, was 
about the world of mutual funds. 

Mr. Vartan was a collector of antique 
Securities certificates, which line the walls of 
his Study in his East Side apartment. 

He is survived by his wife, the former Cyn- 
thia Smith, a senior editor at Dodd, Mead, 
whom he married in 1961, and by their son, 
Kirk Spencer Vartan, also of Manhattan 

Mr, Vartan served for many years on the 
AMAA Investment Committee. 


ELIZABETH APOIAN 

Elizabeth Apoian, born on September 22, 
1910, in Severag, Turkey, was the fourth of 
five children born to George and Anna (At- 
tarian) Sevdalian. 

As a refugee Elizabeth lived in Aleppo and 
later in Beirut. She emigrated to the United 
States in 1926. 

Elizabeth married Michael Apoian on 
September 2, 1929; they were blessed with 
three children; Joseph, Anna and Diana. 

Elizabeth was very industrious and worked 
as a seamstress in her husband's cleaning 
business. She was a loving mother and was 
always ready to help those who needed her 
assistance. A religious person, she loved God 
and with her sincerity and warmth she easily 
drew people to her. 

She passed away on Wednesday, October 
21, 1987, following a heart attack and lung 
failure. 

She is survived by her husband, Michael; 
two daughters, Diana Apoian and Anna 
Brantley; and one grandson, Michael. 


LEONARD A. MANOOGIAN 

Leonard A. Manoogian of South Byfield, 
MA, died on February 8, 1988, in a Boston 
hospital at the age of 34. He had been in ill 
health for several years after lung surgery. He 
leaves his parents, Archie V. and Elizabeth R. 
Manoogian of South Byfield. Leonard's grand- 
father, Vahan, was one of the original 
members of the First Armenian Evangelical 


Church of Boston (now the First Armenian 
Church, Belmont, MA) and an active sup- 
porter of the AMAA and AGBU. 

Leonard was born in Everett, MA, in 1953. 
He attended schools in Everett and Win- 
chester, MA, where he graduated in 1971. He 
also attended Massachusetts Bay Communi- 
ty College. Prior to his last illness, Leonard was 
a partner in Hemenway Contracting Com- 
pany of Boston and Byfield. He also worked 
aaa waiter at the Ship Restaurant in Lynnfield. 

In addition to his parents, he is survived by 
two sisters and a brother: Elizabeth Manoogian 
Banks of Edmond, OK; Marilyn Manoogian 
Burris of Beverly, MA; and Willard J. 
Manoogian of Haverhill, MA. 


HURANT TASHJIAN 

Hurant Tashjian, 78, of Worcester, MA, 
died on January 27, 1988. 

Mr. Tashjian was the son of the late Moses 
Tashjian, who in 1897 was the first Prmenign 
immigrant to settle in Whitinsville, MA. 
Hurants mother, Nazalie Bagdasarian of 
Worcester, and Moses were the first couple to 
be married in the newly built church called the 
Village Congregational Church in Whitinsville. 

Hurant was the third oldest of his family, 
having two sisters: Satenig (Mrs. Dikran Sim- 
sarian); Diana (Mrs. Hapet Aharonian); and 
two brothers, Berge C., aprominent attorney 
in Worcester; and Aram, a pharmacist in 
Worcester. 

In 1927, the Tashjian family moved to 
Worcester and joined the Armenian Church 

the Martyrs. 
h Aina a busy student at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, Hurant still made time 
to become an active member of the Christian 
Endeavor Society. He was graduated ee 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1931 wit 

in Mechanical Engineering. 
: eae aoa the former Anahid Balikian 
of New Jersey and they were blessed “a 
daughters: Emily, a graduate of Clark ei 
sity with a B.S. degree in Mathematics, 
Gloria, a graduate 
Massachusetts and Wesly: 
PHD in Mathematics. 

Hurant was a devoted c 
was always there when nee 
quiet, humble but strong way, 


E 5 ca 
leadership to his churc 
: eek was elected Senior Deacon for life 


, ee 
in 1952. In addition to being a cae aid 
1952, he served for many years as : 
of the Armenian Church of cay oe 

Mr. Tashjian had a great interes “i 
bate beginning with the smallest a 
a ona precious Sunday ae che Nate 
teenagers in the Armenian Protes an 
Fellowship. Hurant 


hurch member who 
ded and, in his 
gave capable 


always supported the 
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youngsters’ projects and was ready to con- 
tribute whatever was needed for them. 

For seventeen years, Hurant sponsored the 
Bay State Paint and Hardware Little League 
Baseball Team of the Joe Schwartz Little 
League. He was a sponsor of the Worcester 
Youth Orchestra and the Worcester Music 
Festival, a member of the Knights of Vartan 
and of the AGBU, and @ generous suppor- 
ting member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America. 

He leaves his wife, Anahid (Balikian) Tash- 
jian; two daughters, Emily Tashjian of An- 
dover, MA, and Gloria Tashjian of Staten 
Island, NY; two brothers, Aram Tashjian of 
Worcester and Berge Tashjian of Westboro; 
two sisters, Satenig Simsarian of Palisades, NJ 
and Diana Aharonian of Wellesley; and 
several nephews and nieces. 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 
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WHAT'S YOUR 


POLICY DOING 
THERE? ANNOUNCING 
Maybe you don't even know about that THE 69TH ANNUAL MEETING 
small life insurance policy, now paid up, OF THE 


that was taken out by your parents when 
you were a child. 

Obsolete policies — they are sometimes 
called, because they are no longer serv- 
ing the purpose for which they were 
bought ~ such as providing a child's edu- 
cation, or protecting a business that has 
been sold. 


ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA, INC. 


The Sixty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, Inc. (AMAA), will be held on Sunday, October 23, 1988 at 1:30 
p.m. at the Armenian Presbyterian Church, 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, Nd. 


All members of the AMAA are invited to attend the meeting to; 


_. . Consider and approve the reports of the Officers, Executives, Commit- 
tees, Chapters and Affiliated Boards of the Association for fiscal 1987-88; 


., . Consider and approve the financial reports for fiscal 1987-88; 


. Elect eight Board members to replace those whose term has expired; 


»Consider the giving power in these 
life insurance policies, a way to put 
some of your sleeping assets to work for 
the kingdom of God. There are 12 
other ways to give life insurance to your 
church. Write for a free copy of the 
booklet offered here. No obligation. 
ee LP DF 


To; Planned Giving Department 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus NJ. 07652 


. Elect four members to the Nominating Committee: 
. Elect an Auditor; 
. Consider and approve the Association's budget for fiscal 1988-89; 


_. . Consider and act upon any other business that may legitimately come 
before the membership. 


The AMAA President, Dr. George Bezirganian, and the Board of Directors 
look forward with great anticipation to the presence, participation and input 
of all ministers and members of churches, representatives of AMAA Chapters 
and Miszione Committees as well as members and friends of the Assnciation 
“Giving Through Life Insurance.” 


The Annual Meeting will be preceded by Board of Directors’ meetings on 
October 21-22, an AMAA-sponsored Retreat-Seminar on October 19-20, and 


| 
| 
. (|) Please send ie @ fee copy of the booklet, 
| 
a Testimonial Banquet honoring Mr. George Philibosian, on Saturday October 


ee 


ADDR 

_ 22. All Board members and AEUNA active pastors are urged to attend these 
ferry a i activities. 
hate _ iP = | 
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